CHAPTER XIII
The Queen:
Her Character and Her Court
None of the rulers before Elizabeth, and none
after her until Queen Victoria, ever took the fancy
of their people as Elizabeth did. The love and
admiration they expressed for her were real and
true, not mere flattery akl talk, as we can tell
from the strong personal Interest they showed in
trying to safeguard her against assassination.
The more we know of her the more we see how
well she suited the people of thqse times. They
liked her boldness and spirit; she gave a spice
to all the talk about the Court, with her sharp
answers and her swearing: " By God's body ",'
" By God's wounds ", and so on* Foreign rulers,
including the King of France and the Pope,
admired her abilities. Her own people shared
this admiration, and they loVed her and respected
her. Nor were they less admiring as she grew
older. Poor Mary Stuart in her middle-age had
lost her health and her looks; she had grown stout
and lethargic. Elizabeth always kept her slim
figure and her active quick movements. And if
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